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PTO-1449 form. Copies of the cited documents are enclosed. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.98(a)(2)(ii), copies of the cited U.S. publications and/or 
patent documents have not been included. 

The references cited in this Information Disclosure Statement were either listed 
in an International Search Report in the corresponding International Application or 
cited in the German Examination Report from the original priority application, copies 
enclosed. Of the non-English language references listed in the IDS, DE 37 36 629, the 
entire document, was cited in the International Search Report as Category X with 
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respect to claim 1. DE 39 08 270 and DE 42 28 904 were cited in the German 
Examination Report, a translation of the pertinent portions of which follows; 

A) ... 

B) The dependent claims also fail based on the unpatentability 
of claim 1, from which they depend. Also the following is 
known based on the following publications: 

for claims 2 and 4 from pubhcation (1) [EP 0 825 022], 

Figure 9, element 20; 

for claim 6 from publication (1), 

page 4, lines 3-7 and from pubhcation (2) [DE 42 28 904], 

column 2, line 51; 

for claims 7, 8, 9 and 10 from 

publication (2), Figure 1, elements 14, 9, 1 and column 2, 
lines 64-68; and 

for claims 12 and 13 from publication (1), 
Figure 2. 

For claims 3, 5 and 11, nothing is cited. 

C) From publication (1), a process for determining the quality 
of imaging on a printing plate is loiown, in which reference 
marlcs on a printing plate are optically detected and wherein 
the measured valves are compared with several tone value 
fields and several structured value fields which corresponds 

to many of the characteristics of the subject matter of claim 14. 
From publication (1) it is not explicitly noted, that the resulting 
measured values are compared with desired values and that the 
absolute measured values of the reference marks are stored and 
compared with desired values stored in an evaluation device. 
This would however be a known measure to a person skilled in 
the art of digital imaging. For example, such a process is shown 
in publication (2), column 1, line 66 - column 2, line 1. Accordingly, 
claim 14 is not patentable as lacking inventive activity. 

D) The dependent claims 15-19 fall within the unpatentability of 
claim 14, from which they depend. Further, the following is 
known from the following publications: 

for claim 15 from publication (2), column 1, line 66 - 
column 2, line 1; 
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for claim 16 from publication (3) [EP 0 518 559], 
column 6, lines 45-53 and 

for clEiim 17 from publication (2), Figure 1, element 14. 
For clgiims 18 and 19, nothing is cited. 

E) From publication (1) a reference mark with different reference 
fields for determining the quality of imaging of printing plates 
is known, wherein the reference mark has a reference field 
combination made from several tone value fields and 
several structured fields (see Figure 2), which corresponds to 
all of the characteristics of the subject matter of claim 20. 
The proposed claim 20 is therefore lacking novelty in its 
subject mater and is not patentable. 

F) Dependent claims 21-26 fall with the unpatentability of claim 
20, from which they depend. Further, the following is known 
from the following publications: 

for claims 22, 23, 24 from publication (1), Figure 2 and 
from page 2, line 58; 

for claims 25 and 26 from pubhcation (4) [DE 39 08 270], 
the Abstract and from column 6, line 32. 

G) From publication (1), a printing plate with reference marks 
according to claim 20 [sic 27] is Imown (see page 2, line 6). 
The proposed claim 27 is therefore lacking novelty in its 
subject matter and not patentable. 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner consider these documents and 

return an initialed copy of the PTO-1449 form indicating his consideration of the cited 

materials. 
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Britsch et al. 
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